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Here’s the plan: During the

Quality roach soon started to fall
to Duncan’s helicopter rig set-up.

morning I will be targeting tench

on Specimen Lake before heading
onto Mill Pond for a spot of crucian
fishing. Two contrasting methods
will be used and, who knows,
maybe one of those elusive silver
bream will put in an appearance.
Dad chooses a swim on Mill;

his job is to catch a few crucians, a
backup if my afternoon plan fails.

I continue the short distance to T : = i Duncan plugs
§ e a y the sound holes

of his alarm to
reduce the noise.

Specimen Lake and settle in my
favourite swim, which has a fantastic

backdrop of the rolling countryside
nestled on the slopes of the hills.

I have two rods already set up and
in minutes I'm ready to go. The
tactic that has been working during
previous sessions is a simple maggot
feeder with a short helicopter rig
positioned slightly above, baited with
a tiny redworm and maggot cocktail.
Turn to page 51 for details of how
to tie the rig.

The first rod sends the feeder
skywards towards the centre of the
island. Feathering it as it lands I
simply clip the main line in the reel
clip and tie a small piece of pole
elastic on the line at the rod top.
The second rod is cast slightly left
and lands around two metres from
the edge of the island in slightly
deeper water.

Minutes later a small lift of the
indicators, followed quickly by
another, raises my confidence as
the maggots from the feeder are
clearly drawing a few willing mouths
towards my hook bait. Then,
one indicator hits the ground —a
classic bite when using these rigs.
Expecting a good bend in the rod
to develop I'm rather disappointed
as a small roach is swung in. Before
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07 Half fill a bait tub with water
and pour enough pellets in so
they're completely covered.

02 Leave 2mm pellets for two
minutes and 4mm pellets for four
minutes, then tip the water out.

Duncan
returns a
fine Mill
Pond tench.

I can get the rod back in position
the same happens on the other rod
and another, slightly bigger, roach
comes to hand. For the next hour
numerous roach fall, ranging from
just a couple of ounces to maybe
touching the pound although the
tench, normally so active, stay away.

It takes a while before a better
fish is hooked and, from the way
it’s gliding towards me, it can only
be one thing — yep, a silver bream
of around 1%lb. After that, roach
after roach intercept my bait and I'm
perplexed as to what to do to stop
them. I try a 4mm pellet without a
touch then hook a couple of worms
onto my size 16.

The bobbins stay motionless, so
at least I've slowed the roach down.
Then suddenly the clutch spins and
as I lift the rod I realise that I quickly
have to release the line clip as a
good fish tears off. First impressions
are that it’s a carp but a couple of
minutes later the green flanks of a
tench break the surface.

It’s not a massive fish but at
least 'm off the mark with my
target species. A flurry of action
sees more quality fish come to net
including two more tench, a couple
of reasonable perch, another silver
bream plus numerous roach.

Never before have I been bitted
out like today! I can only put it
down to the water temperature
rising and the roach becoming more

active. I'm sure the tench, perch and
‘silvers’ are feeding but they’ve had
very little chance to find my bait
before a ravenous roach. Perhaps it’s
time for a move...

MILL POND

On Mill Pond, Dad has enjoyed a
good morning with plenty of fish
including roach, silvers, carp and half
a dozen crucians — not as many as

I would have expected, but at least
they’re feeding.

After lunch we return to our
swims and I set up a very different
method from the morning session.
Crucian fishing is all about finesse,
keeping everything delicately
presented to outwit such finicky
feeders. Sure, big crucians can be
caught with bolt rigs too, but do that
here and you’ll be fighting king carp
in a variety of sizes all day.

The pole is almost the ideal tool
on this water but the shallow nature
of the pond sees any accidentally
hooked carp bolting for freedom and
wrecking your rig in seconds. My
choice is to use a short rod with a
running line and, instead of fishing
this directly in front, I prefer to
present my bait along the marginal
shelf. This allows two swims to be
fed at the same time, pulling fish in
from both sides.

Before lowering my rig into the
swim [ prepare some feed pellets;
2mm and 4mm Sonubaits Fin

Perfect Expanders, which I find
crucians love. Preparing these is
simple: Pour some of each into
individual containers and just cover
them with lake water to soften
them up a bit — two minutes for the
2mm and four minutes for the 4mm
— then drain off the excess.

Hemp is another great crucian
attractor but I always introduce this
sparingly because if overdone the
fish becoming preoccupied on it.

Today I'm also trying the new
4mm Soft Hooker Pellets from
Sonubaits for the first time; I want
to see if they are as good as the S-
Pellets that I've had so much success
on. They all seem absolutely equal in
size, soft and oily and can be hooked
easily without falling off, but will
they be as attractive to the fish?
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Duncan and his
dad with the
fruits of their

session on Mill
Pond at Mill
Farm Fishery.

WHERE ARE THOSE
CRUCIANS?

A quick plumb around reveals less
than two feet along the margin but
I know the crucians won’t mind
this. The float can be seen far better
against the reflected sky in the water
if the colour is changed to black, so
after a quick rub with a permanent
marker it’s ready to go.

After less than a minute the first
bite is missed, but the next takes
even less time and the strike initially
meets solid resistance. It feels as if
I've hooked the bottom, but then
the ‘bottom’ starts to move slowly
out into the lake. After maybe 30
seconds a large carp realises it’s
hooked, stripping line from the
reel. However, just as 'm gaining
the upper hand, the hook pulls.

For the next few minutes, bites are
constantly missed before not one,
but probably a dozen quality roach
come to the net.

Finally, after numerous fish,
including two silver bream, I hook
a crucian only for the hook to pull
out. Into the final hour, though, my
perseverance finally pays off and I
slip the net under a modest crucian.

Has my backup plan worked?
Well, Dad has managed a few
crucians early on but even his swim
now seems empty. Me? Well I've
enjoyed a great day’s fishing. Even
though the tench and crucians were
more reluctant than usual. I've taken
some clonking roach and some of
those silver bream for which Mill
Farm 1s famous.

Let me tell you, if you want non-
stop action from a variety of species
with the outside chance of breaking
a British record, then this is the best
day-ticket water in the country
— make the journey, I guarantee
you won’t be disappointed!
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